
Nepal Earthbag Classroom Build - May 2017 
VOLUNTEER INFORMATION
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Background   
In April 2015 a 7.8 Magnitude earthquake devastated Nepal causing deaths, horrific injuries and 
widespread destruction of buildings. This was the worst earthquake to hit Nepal in 80 years. Only 17 
days later a further 7.3 Magnitude struck the country again, resulting in further deaths, injuries and 
building collapses. The combined death toll was over 8,600 people with more than 22,000 seriously 
injured. 800,000 family homes were left uninhabitable. Many of the most remote and hard to reach 
villages were the worst to be affected. With over 45,000 classrooms destroyed, the education of 
more than 1,000,000 children is in serious jeopardy. In response to this disaster Worldwide Action, 
together with its partners, volunteers and supporters, have built 7 classrooms in Nepal using the 
Earthbag Building Method. This method is low tech, low cost, environmentally friendly, easily taught 
and has good seismic resistance properties.  

The Project 
Between May 6th - 21st 2017 Worldwide Action will 
send volunteers to build two Earthbag classrooms at the 
Tri Ratna Co-operative Secondary School in Bungmati, 
Nepal. The original school was badly damaged during 
the earthquakes and therefore many classrooms need 
rebuilding. It is a community run and funded school, 
within a poor area that has suffered physical, emotional, 
cultural and economical damage due to this natural 
disaster. Through our efforts approximately 250 children will benefit from the building of the 
classrooms and will have a safe place to learn. In addition, it is hoped that there will be the 
opportunity to interact with the children, the local community and provide other charitable services 
such as distributing medicines, baby clothes and educational supplies. Whilst economically poor, 
Nepal’s riches are to be found in it’s culture, history and landscape. Although the build project must 
take priority, Worldwide Action strives to ensure that all volunteers have the opportunity to experience 
the beauty and uniqueness of this spectacular country. 

Volunteer Profile 
We need motivated, team oriented and positive 
individuals. We actually need more than just 'volunteers' - 
we need 'actioneers', those people who do what they say, 
who relish challenges and who strive to go the extra mile. It 
doesn't matter if you haven't any previous building 
experience, as the skills are easily taught and there are 
many other roles and responsibilities that are needed on 
such a project. In fact, the single most important 
requirement our actioneers must have is that their primary 
motivation to participate, is simply to serve others.  
For more information regarding our values and standards please go to www.worldwideaction.org/
values-and-standards/



We are really looking forward to hearing from you!  

www.worldwideaction.org    www.facebook.com/worldwideaction

Volunteer Obligation 
To make this project and future ongoing projects possible 
and viable, the volunteer must raise or fundraise a minimum 
participation donation of £725. Included within this is the 
cost of your accommodation whilst in Kathmandu and at 
the build location. It also covers breakfast whilst staying in 
Kathmandu and all meals during the build project. In 
addition, your airport pick up and drop off and 
transportation to and from the build location are also 
included.  

Flights, insurance, vaccinations and visas are to be paid for by the volunteer. However, it is perfectly 
acceptable to crowd fund or fundraise in order to cover these costs. In fact, from past experience, 
most volunteers reach out to families, friends and colleagues who are normally more than willing to 
support a project and undertaking of this type. Worldwide Action can assist in booking flights and 
taking advantage of it's charitable status to secure discounts and privileges where available. 
Worldwide Action can also help and guide you in finding the most suitable insurance policies for this 
type of trip. 

What Next?
1. Check your diary and ensure that you are available for all or part of the project dates  
2. Read the values and standards on the Worldwide Action website 
3. Complete the online application form at www.worldwideaction.org/volunteer-application-nepal-
may-2017 
We will review your application and contact you to discuss your suitability for this project, and if 
successful, arrange an informal chat via face to face meeting, Skype, FaceTime or telephone when we 
will discuss the following -  
• further volunteer information  
• project details 
• timelines 
• fundraising information, targets and ideas 
• any other questions you may have 
Once confirmed, you will then secure your place by making an Initial Participation Donation of £140. 
Please note that the initial participation donation is not a deposit and is therefore non refundable. It does, 
however, form part of the total £725 Participation Donation leaving a fundraising balance of £585.  
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Why volunteer with Worldwide Action? 
Our projects are high impact, not only for our beneficiaries but also for our volunteers. 
There are very few opportunities in life when such a short investment of time can have such 

life changing effects, but volunteering with Worldwide Action is a 
chance to do just that. Whether you are a seasoned volunteer, looking 
for a new challenge or are simply stuck in a rut, this could be just the 
experience you are looking for. Through your efforts you will be 
rewarded in the knowledge that you will be helping hundreds of 
children, both now and in the future. Research has already proven that 
helping others increases happiness, gives people a sense of purpose, 
self worth and promotes overall well-being. It is also a great 
opportunity to meet new people, forge lasting friendships and have 
lots of fun along the way.  

http://www.worldwideaction.org
http://www.facebook.com/worldwideaction
http://www.worldwideaction.org
http://www.facebook.com/worldwideaction
http://www.worldwideaction.org/volunteer-application-nepal-may-2017
http://www.worldwideaction.org/volunteer-application-nepal-may-2017

